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Jleto ILitecaturc 

The most important books listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-review pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 
BOOKS 

Picton, J. A. Man and the Bible. A Review of the Place of the Bible in Human 
History. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1909. Pp. 334. $2.00. 

An admirable book, concerned not with the question of the various versions and 
manuscripts about which so many books have been written, but with the far more 
interesting question of the attitude toward the Scriptures that has characterized the 
successive ages of the church's history. 

ARTICLES 

Torrey, C. C. "The Ezra Story in its Original Sequence," The American Journal 

of Semitic Languages and Literatures, July 1909, pp. 276-311. 

An attempt to reconstruct the narrative of Ezra's doings in its original form. 
Cook, S. A. "Simeon and Levi: The Problem of the Old Testament," A merican 

Journal of Theology, July, 1909, pp. 370-88. 
Barton, G. A. "Some Problems in Palestinian Topography," Journal of Biblical 

Literature, T909, Part I, pp. 26-33. 

A study of some recent identifications of Palestinian place-names. 
Wood, I. F. "Folk-Tales in Old Testament Narrative." Ibid., pp. 34-41. 

A proposal to establish some valid tests for the discovery of folk-lore in the Old 
Testament. 

Jastrow, Morris, Jr. R6'eh and Hdzeh in the Old Testament. Ibid., pp. 42-56. 
A careful study of these two Hebrew words for "seer," which finds its conclusion 
in the proposition that the "prophet" was distinguished from both of these classes 
by the fact that prophecy was not dependent upon "external means of divining the 
will and intention of the gods." 

Kelso, J. A. The Unity of the Sanctuary in the Light of the Elephantine Papyri. 

Ibid., pp. 71-81. 

The author concludes that the Jews of Elephantine knew nothing at all of the 
existence of any law prohibiting the building of altars and shrines anywhere except 
at Jerusalem. The Deuteronomic law had not yet penetrated thither. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Abbott, Edwin A. The Message of the Son of Man. London: A. & C. Black, 

1909. Pp. xxii + 166. 4s. 6d. 

Dr. Abbott's extraordinary style and method are well known from his seven 
volumes of Diatessarica, or studies in the gospels. In the present volume, he sets 
forth an extended summary of the evidence for the meaning of the term "Son of Man" 
in the prophets, the later Jewish literature, and the New Testament. He follows this 
with "A Harmony of the Facts" in ten short chapters. The learning and originality 
of the discussions are undeniable. In general, Dr. Abbott's contention is that Jesus' 
use of the term is in line with that of the prophets, rather than with that of later litera- 
ture; and that he persistently used the term to fix attention upon the divine image 
in which man had been made, and which he sought to restore in all men, by the Spirit 
of God. 
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Robertson, A. T. A Short Grammar of the Greek New Testament. New York: 

Armstrong, 1909. Pp. xxix + 240. $1.50. 

Professor Robertson's Grammar has been favorably received in many quarters, 
and is already out in a second edition. Many questionable positions set forth in the 
first edition still stand: " There are three possible kinds of statement: definite, doubting, 
commanding;" "The Greek has two modes for doubting affirmation, the subjunctive 
and the optative;" "They are really different forms of the same mode, the mode of 
hesitating affirmation;" "There is no sequence of tenses in Greek, but a sequence 
of modes;" "The optative is not alone wish or will." The imperative is described as 
"commanding statement." This is to ignore the best recent work in historical syntax, 
and to introduce a novel terminology of very little meaning. That the subjunctive 
is essentially hesitating and that the optative expresses will, are statements wide of 
the mark. ""Idios outside of ISly and kot" ISlav has the article uniformly as ol 
tSioi (John 1:11)." But compare Acts 13:36; 28:30; I Cor. 7:7; 9:7; 15:38; 
Gal. 6:9; I Tim. 6:15; Tit. 1:3, which violate this uniformity. In substantive 
clauses "M^ in the best documents is found only with the subjunctive in the New 
Testament" (p. 153). But see Col. 2:8. In the treatment of final clauses with 
jtM^ws, in which the Hort and Nestle texts are tacitly set aside, n^truis is said to be 
"used with the aorist indicative to express a design about a past event" (p. 152), 
and Gal. 2:2 and I Thess. 3:5 are cited. But the feeling of these clauses is not purpose 
but fear. The inclusion of the imperfect among "principal parts" is hardly intelligent. 
Matt. 7:22 is misquoted as Iv t<£ <r$ ivbiuin (p. 76). In short we miss throughout 
the clear analysis and the precise and discriminating statement so necessary in gram- 
matical work. 

Dahnardt, Oskar. Natursagen: Eine Sammlung Naturdeutender Sagen, Marchen, 
Fabeln, und Legenden. Band II: Sagen zum Neuen Testament. Leipzig: 
Teubner, 1909. Pp. xii+316. 
A valuable collection from a wide range of folk-lore, of nature-legends which 

have attached themselves to New Testament incidents. The whole is an interesting 

witness to the influence and free handling of the New Testament among the mediaeval 

peasantry. 

Lewis, Agnes Smith. Codex Climaci Rescriptus. Fragments of Sixth-Century 
Palestinian Texts of the Gospels, Acts, and St. Paul's Epistles. Also Fragments 
of an Early Palestinian Lectionary of the Old Testament, etc. With seven 
facsimiles. (Horae Semiticae VIII.) Cambridge: University Press, 1909. 
Pp. xxxi+201. $3.50. 

From early Syriac palimpsests in her possession, Mrs. Lewis publishes consider- 
able parts of the Old and New Testaments in the Palestinian Syriac version, which 
it is now becoming clear covered substantially the whole Bible. Valuable new textual 
and canonical materials are supplied by this scholarly publication. 

ARTICLES 

Windisch, Hans. Der Apokalyptiker Johannes als Begriinder der neutestament- 

lichen Kanons. Zeitschrift fiir die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft, X (1909), 

2, pp. 148-74. 

The Apocalypse is declared the germ of the New Testament canon, since it was 
the earliest Christian book to claim scriptural authority for itself, and thus to familiarize 
early Christians with the notion of a distinctively Christian Scripture. 

RELATED SUBJECTS 

BOOKS 

MtfNSTERBURG, Hugo. The Eternal Values. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin Co., 1909. 

Pp. xv+436. $2.50. 

An effort to demonstrate the existence of certain absolute values, that is values 
that hold good always and everywhere, being independent of personal volitions. The 
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point of view is diametrically opposed to that of the prevailing pragmatic school of 
philosophers. Only those schooled in philosophic and metaphysical reasoning will 
find the book intelligible, and they will declare its method unphilosophical. The 
book is really a statement of the author's personal convictions regarding the con- 
struction of the moral universe. 

Belleli, L. An Independent Examination of the Assuan and Elephantine Aramaic 
Papyri. With eleven plates and two appendices on sundry items. London: Luzac 
& Co., 1909. Pp.402. $1.80. 
An attempt to prove the famous papyri nothing but a forgery. Few scholars will 

be convinced by it, notwithstanding the author's labor and ingenuity. The book is 

marred by poor proofreading and poor taste. 



